I52                        MADAME CURIE
She invented dishes which needed little preparation, and still
others which could be left to "cook themselves" during the
hours she passed at the school. But cooking was as difficult and
mysterious as chemistry. What could she do to keep the
macaroni from sticking? Should she put boiled beef into cold
or hot water? How long should runner beans boil? In front of
her oven Marie, her cheeks afire, heaved many a sigh. It had
been so simple in the old days to live on buttered bread and
tea, radishes and cherries!
Little by little she improved in housekeeping wisdom. The
gas heater, which on several occasions had taken the liberty of
burning the roast, now knew its duty. Before going out, Marie
would regulate the flame with a physicist's precision; then,
casting one last worried glance at the stewpans she was entrust-
ing to the fire, she shut the door on the landing, flew down the
stairs and caught up with her husband, to walk with him toward
the school.
In a quarter of an hour, bent over other containers, she
would regulate the height of flame on a laboratory burner with
the same careful gesture.
Eight hours of scientific research and two or three hours of
housekeeping were not enough. In the evening, after writing
down the details of daily expenses in the account-book columns
so pompously headed "Monsieur's Expenditure" and "Madam's
Expenditure/5 Marie Curie sat down at one end of the white-
wood table and became absorbed in preparing for the Fellow-
ship competition. On the other side of the lamp Pierre was
drawing up the programme of his new course at the School
of Physics. Often, when she felt her husband's fine eyes
upon her, she lifted her own eyes to receive a message of love
and admiration. And a little smile was silently exchanged
between this man and woman who loved each other. There
was a light at the window of their room until two or three*
in the morning, and the ardent pianissimo of the turning
page, the running pen, could be heard in their office with its
two chairs.